AUSTRALIA
“The land under down “
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1. About Australia 
 
1.2 Introduction 
 
	Australia is the biggest island in the world. In fact, only five countries in the world are larger than Australia. 
 
One part of Australia is eleven times as big as Great Britain or seventeen times as big as Sweden. 
 
The journey from Perth in the west to Sydney in the east takes four to four hours by plane; that is longer than the journey from Madrid to Moscow. 
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Australia is also low and flat, only five per cent of the land is above 600 metres. It is hot and dry too; in the west and the centre the temperature is often 35o in the summer months. In some parts of Australia it sometimes doesn’t rain for years. 
And a lot of it is empty. This enormous country has only eighteen millions people and most of them live in the south and south-east parts of the country, but Australia is much more than all this. 
 
1.1 Hard Facts
 
	Surface
	7,682,300 km2

	Capital city
	Canberra (328,000)

	Population
	18,520,000(1999)

	Government
	Union state, member of the Commonwealth

	Language
	English, Australia language

	Religion
	Protestant

	Ability to read and write 
	% 99 of the population

	Population growth per year
	% 1,6 

	Child per fertile women
	% 1,9

	Average length of life
	Men 74 years, Women 80 years

	Currency
	Australian dollar (US $1 = A $1,6)

	Gross national per capita
	18,893 (US $)

	Time
	+7 - +9 hours GMT 

	One years rainfall
	Approximately 635 mm

	Average temperature
	14(C

	National day
	January the 26:th (the first settling 1788)

	Member of the UN
	Yes, 1945


2. Australia’s past
 
2.1. History
 
The first people in Australia were the Aborigines, who came more than 40,000 years ago. A lot of sailors visited there many years ago, than in 1770 the British sailor Captain James Cook landed on the east coast and said Australia now belonged to Britain. Of course, nobody asked the Aborigines about this – it was the beginning of a terrible time for them. 
 
Britain soon began to send convicts to the new country. In May 1787 eleven ships left England for Australia carrying 772 convicts. They reached Port Jackson (according to some source Botany Bay) – now Sydney – in January 1788. Life was very difficult and the convicts had to word very hard, making roads, buildings and farms.
 
In 1851 gold was found in New South Wales and Victoria. Thousands of people went looking for gold - first Australians, then people from North America, Britain, New Zealand and China. In 10 years the population grew from 400,000 to 1,200,000. With the gold came new roads and railways and growing cities. 
 
On January 1901 the six Australian states and two territories became - Commonwealth of Australia - one country. Britain was still very important to Australia; many people left Britain for a new life in Australia, but they called Britain “home”. 
 
	Commonwealth of Australia

	 
	Federal states/Territories
	Surface (km2)
	Populations(1983)
	Capital cities 

	1
	New South Wales 
	801,600 
	5,354,900 
	Sydney 

	2
	Victoria 
	227,600 
	4,034,600 
	Melbourne 

	3
	Queensland 
	1,727,200 
	2,273,000
	Brisbane 

	4
	South Australia 
	984,000 
	1,340,400 
	Adelaide 

	5
	Western Australia 
	2,525,500 
	1,363,200 
	Perth 

	6
	Tasmania 
	67,800 
	432,200 
	Hobart 

	7
	Northern Territory 
	1,346,200 
	134,000
	Darwin 

	8
	Australia Capital Territory 
	2,400 
	236,700
	Canberra 

	Total
	7,682,300 
	15,369,100


 
After 1945 people from other European countries began coming to Australia. 1945 more than three million people have moved there and recently people from countries like Vietnam and Kampuchea have moved there too. In 1999 recently people from East Timor have moved there also. 
 
2.2 Australia’s flag 
	Australia’s flag should be displayed in a manner befitting the National Emblem that it is, it should not be the subject of undignified use or displayed in a position inferior to any other flag or ensign. The Australian Flag would normally take precedence over all other National flags when flown within Australia
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3. The land - Geography
 
3.1. Hard Facts
 
              [image: image4]
 Mountain 
1 Mount Kosciusco 7 433 feet
2 Ayer’s Rock 1 167 feet
 
Lake 
3 Eyre Lake (salt lake) about 8 075 square miles 
 
River 
4 Murray 1 056 miles
 
The biggest island 
5 Tasmania 42 442 square miles
 
The biggest desert 
6 The Australian Desert 2,05 miljon square miles
 
Reef  
7 The Great Barrier Reef 1 250 miles long
3.2. Geography
 
Australia is a big continent with a lot of fantastical places, it’s positioned in a way that makes it have tropical weather and at the same time have cold rain weather. 
Australia is the world’s smallest and isolated continent, and it’s on the opposite side of European.
 
Australia is divided in eight large parts: 
1. New South Wales

5. Western Australia
2. Victoria


6. Tasmania.
3. Queensland

7. Northern Territory
4. South Australia

8. Australia Capital Territory (ACT)
 
There are hills and big dry salt lakes and it is very difficult to grow anything. Not many people live there. 
 
In the north, half the year is “wet” and half is “dry”. From November to April heavy rain fills the rives and makes enormous lakes where thousands of birds come for the summer. From May to October it is often sunny and dry for weeks and holidays in the sun. 
 
The only place where snow falls in Australia is in the south-east and Tasmania. The highest mountain is Mount Kosciusko, which is near the eastern coast and 2,228 metres high. Most of Australia’s population lives in the south and east of the country, where the summers are warm and the winters not too cold. Australia’s longest river is here too – the Murray – Darling, which is 2,700 kilometres long. 
 
Tasmania is cooler and wetter than the rest of Australia, with high mountains, thick forests and some of the world’s oldest trees. 
 
3.3. Places for tourists  
 
3.3.1. Uluru – Ayers Rock 
One of the most beautiful things you can see in Australia is Uluru, also called Ayers Rock. It is an enormous rock, alone in the middle of the desert south-west of Alice Springs. It is three kilometres long and 348 metres high, but there are another 2,100 metres under the ground. Uluru is 600 million years old and it is the largest rock of its kind in the world. 
 
Thousands of tourists come each year to walk round it and look at it. The best time to see it is at the end of the day, when its colour changes from yellow to gold, red and then purple. Uluru is a special place for Aborigines. It belongs to the Aboriginal Pitjantjara people. 
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3.3.2. Great Barrier Reef 
 
Great Barrier Reef is the world’s longest coral reef. It is 2,000 kilometres long. Parts of the reef are 15,000 years old and 1,500 different kinds of fish live there. It is very popular with tourists, who come to visit the islands and beaches, swim in the clear warm water and take boat rides to see the fish and the coral.
 
3.3.3. Coober Pedy
 
It is about 960 kilometres north-west of Adelaide, is a really extraordinary place. Opals were fist found here in 1915 and now ninety per cent of the world’s opals come from here, but it is very dry and hot – 40o or 50o for days at a time. 
 
So most people live under the ground in houses, which are dug out of the rock. Here they can stay cool and if they want a bigger house, they just dig another room. The Aboriginal name “Coober Pedy” actually means, “ man who lives in a hole. 
 
3.3.4. Lake Eyre
 
Lake Eyre is 70 kilometres wide and 130 kilometres long. It was dry for a hundred years until 1950. 
 
3.3.5. Todd River
 
There is the Alice Springs boat race, which happens every year on the Todd River. The river is nearly always dry, so special boats are built for the race. These boats have sides, but no bottom. The “boatsmen” stand inside them and carry the boats as they run along the dry riverbed. Hundreds of people come to see this crazy race. 
 
3.4. Australian cities 
 
Seventy-five per cent of all Australians live in these nine cities and many people others live near to them. In fact, most people live only a few kilometres from the sea. 
 
1. Sydney             
4. Adelaide

7. Darwin
2. Melbourne
5. Perth

8. Canberra*          
3. Brisbane          
6. Hobart             
9. Alice Springs 
 
* Capital City 
 
3.4.1. Sydney 
[image: image6]Sydney is the oldest and biggest city, with 3,7 million people. It is a busy, modern city. Its high-rise buildings are the centres for much of Australian business. It is also an international city where you can eat food from all over the world or just visit [image: image7]some of the thirty wonderful beaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opera House I Sydney

Sydney Harbour Bridge
 
	1. The Sydney Opera House 
    opened by Queen Elisabeth II in   
    1973.
 
2. The Sydney Opera House 
    decided by Danish architect Jorn 
    Utzon 
 
3. There are also three other 
    concert halls, restaurants and 
    bars there


	1. The Harbour Bridge opened in 1932.
2. It’s magnificent arch is 503 meter long,
3. It’s used more than 50 000 tonnes of steel
4. The bridge carries six lanes of traffic,
5. Two railway lines
6. A cycle track and footpath 
7. Every day, about 150 000 vehicles use the bridge
8. You must pay a toll(fee)


 
 
 
 
When they think of Sydney, many people think of the Sydney Opera House. The roof of this beautiful building looks like sails on Sydney Harbour. It was opened by Queen Elizabeth II in 1973 for music, theatre and dance. They’re many restaurants and bars there too.
 
Near the Opera House is one of the longest bridges in the world – the Sydney Harbour Bridge. The Bridge opened in 1932. It is 503 m long, six lines of traffic, a cycle track and a footpath.  
 
3.4.2. Melbourne 
 
Melbourne is the second biggest city, which was the capital of Australia from 1901 to 1927. It has wide streets, some lovely old buildings and large parks. Melbourne’s theatres and pubs are famous. It is also an important place for sport. 
 
Australians have their own kind of football called Australian Rules. On the day of the final match in September each year, everything stops in Melbourne. 
 
3.4.3. Brisbane
 
In Brisbane you can still find stilt houses – wooden houses on tall posts, which let cool air underneath the house. 
 
3.4.4. Adelaide 
 
Adelaide has a famous festival of music, theatre and film every two years. 
 
3.4.5. Perth 
 
In Perth about one-third of the families own a boat. 
 
3.4.6. Hobart
 
Hobart is a smaller, quieter city. It began in 1803 with 433 people – 280 of them convicts. Now about 170,000 people living there. 
3.4.7. Darwin 
 
Darwin, in the north of Australia, has no tall buildings, only long low ones, because during the summer storms the wind is sometimes very strong. In 1974 a storm called Cyclone Tracy killed sixty-seven people and destroyed nearly all the buildings in Darwin. 
 
 
3.4.8. Canberra 
 
Canberra – an Aboriginal word meaning “meeting place” – is the newest city of all. It is also different from the other cities, because it is a long way – 120 kilometres – from sea. It was designed by an American, Walter Burley Griffin in 1912 and became the capital of Australia in 1927. This beautiful city has thousands of trees and a big lake in its centre. 
 
3.4.9. Alice Springs 
 
Finally, Alice Springs is the largest outback town, with a population of 25,000. For about a hundred years it was just a small group of houses and shops, but recently the population has grown, because it has become an important tourist centre. 
 
 
4. Animals, birds and plants in Australia 
 
There are many species of animals, which are only found in the wild Australia. If you want to see extraordinary animals, birds and plants, Australia is a good place to go. We already know some of these animals; kangaroos and koalas, there are also wombats, possums and wallabies.
 
4.1. Animals in Australia 
 
4.1.1. Kangaroos 
 
	The biggest of the fifty different kinds is the red giant kangaroo. They have big strong back legs, tails and an adult can measure 2,4 metres high. They only produce one child at a time, because they can’t carry any more in their pouches (a kind of pocket).
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They can jump more than four metres and travel at seventy kilometres an hour. Kangaroos eat grass and leaves. They live in groups of about twelve.  
 
4.1.2. Koalas
	Everyone loves the sleepy grey koalas. Like kangaroos, they have a pouch on their babies. The koala is a soft and round animal with a woollen fur, it isn’t longer then 3 feet and has a short tail. 
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They live in eucalyptus trees. The koala usually sleeps for 18 hours a day and are night active. They eating one kilo of leaves each day. They drink almost nothing. The word koala means “no water”
 
4.1.3. Crocodile 
 
In the seas and rivers of northern Australia you can find crocodiles that are five or six metres long. They eat fish, animals, and kangaroos and sometimes people. 
 
 
4.1.4. Possums
	Possums are small animals that look like rats but have movements like kangaroos. Every possum has its one territory, and they are mostly active at night. It’s hard to write any more information about this animal because we don’t know a lot about it, except that they are close to is eradicated.
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4.1.5. Wombats
	Wombats are pouched mammals that live in borrow; a burrow is a hole in the ground like rabbit holes. Each wombat has several borrows which it sometimes shares with other wombats, but every wombat has its own feeding place, their usual diet is grass, roots of trees and shrubs. Wombats are very similar to the koalas, they are also night active.
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4.2. Birds in Australia 
 
There are more than eight hundred kinds of birds in Australia. 
 
4.2.1. Emu 
 
The emu, which is two metres tall, is the second largest bird in the world. It cannot fly at all, but it can run at fifty kilometres an hour. 
 
4.2.2. Kookaburra 
 
The kookaburra cry sounds like laughing.
 
 
 
4.2.3. Budgerigar 
 
The budgerigar is a little blue or yellow bird that people keep in their homes all over the world. 
 
4.3. Plants in Australia 
 
Australia has many kinds of tree and thousands wild flowers and trees. 
 
4.3.1. Eucalyptus 
 
Eucalyptus trees are found everywhere in Australia and one kind, the great mountain ash, can grow to 120 metres. These strong trees don’t die when there are forest fires. 
 
 
5. Agriculture and industry  
 
Australia is a rich country and life there is good. Where does its money come from? Sheep, cattle, minerals, wheat, fruit and wine are some of the answers. 
 
Sheep have been important since the earliest days. Most Australian sheep are Spanish merinos, which were fist brought there in 1797. Merinos are strong animals and live happily in warm dry places. 
 
Now twenty per cent of the world’s sheep live in Australia, mainly in New South Wales and Victoria. Twenty-five per cent of the world’s wool comes from there.
 
Cattle are found mostly in the drier parts of the north and centre. Cattle stations cover one-quarter of Australia. The meat from Australian cattle is sold to countries all over the world. 
 
Gold made Australia rich in the nineteenth century. Since then, oil, silver and other minerals from the Northern Territory, New South Wales and Western Australia had made millions of dollars for Australia. 
 
Digging for minerals often destroys the land and there can also be problems when minerals are found on Aboriginal land. 
 
Western Australia and New South Wales grow a lot of wheat, which is sold to the USA, China and Japan. Australia grows other kinds of food too. In Queensland they grow bananas, further south. They grow apples and grapes too. In recent years Australia has been making very good wine. Sweden is bought wine there. 
 
6. The Inhabitants
 
6.1.1. The Aborigines
 
When British people came to Australia in 1788, they gave the name “Aborigine” to the people the found there. The 300,000 Aborigines who lived in Australia at that time belonged to more than three hundred different groups and each group had its land and language. 
 
They travelled to different parts of their land during the year to find food and water. They ate plants, fruits and caught animals and fish. They didn’t own many things and their only buildings were houses made from branches and leaves.
 
They believed that a long time ago animals, plants and humans made the world together. This time was called “Dreamtime” and there are many songs, stories and pictures about it. 
 
At special times Aborigines came together in big groups. They painted their bodies and sang, danced and made music.
 
After 1788 their life suddenly began to change. Many Aborigines died from fighting the British. The new Australians took a lot of Aboriginal land too. Tasmania is a terrible example.  In 1804 there were about 7,000 Aborigines there. In 1831 there were 190. By 1876 there were none. 
 
Between 1900 and 1930 special places were made where the Aborigines had to live, far away from other Australians. Life was very difficult for the Aborigines. They could not own land, they could not get jobs very easy and their children could not go to school with white children. Aboriginal people and their languages disappeared.  
 
After about 1940 Aborigines began to grow again and now there are about 160,000 in Australia. In some ways life is better, for example some of the land that the British took now belongs to the Aborigines again. After 1967 they wan the right to vote. 
 
By 1983, the Aborigines owned twenty-eight per cent of the Northern Territory, but for lots of Aborigines life is still difficult. Most now live in cities and towns, away from the land. 
 
At last now in some cities Aborigines are helping each other to learn about the Aboriginal way of life. Young people are taken to the country, where older Aborigines teach them the songs, dances and way of living of the Aborigines of the past. Australians also are beginning to realize that they san learn a lot about their country from the Aborigines. 
 
	The Aboriginal Flag was legislated by the Federal Government in 1995 and is made up of three sections, the black half representing the Aboriginal people; the red representing the Earth and the yellow circle represents the Sun.  
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Aboriginal Flag
 
The Flag was first displayed on the 12th July 1971 on National Aborigines’ Day in Adelaide and subsequently at the Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra.
 
The design of the Aboriginal Flag has been attributed to Harold Thomas an Aboriginal artist and Activist from Central Australia. Harold Thomas explained " We needed a common symbol to march with, as blacks together in unity, and something we could be proud of."
 
6.2.1. Nowadays
 
Australia’s population is only 18,5 millions, that’s really too little for a big continent like Australia. Almost 70% of the population lives in the south-eastern parts, where the big cities are. Most of the buildings are built under the last hundred years and that’s not a lot different from us in Sweden, except for the weather off course. 
 
There are also a lot of Swedish people there, after the World War Too over 900 people from Sweden immigrated to Australia.
 
6.2.2 The outback 
 
The flat, hot centre of Australia is called the “outback”. Its population is less than 100,000. Many people live on sheep or cattle stations, which are enormous farms. There are a few cattle stations in Australia too. The nearest neighbour is perhaps a hundred kilometres away, the nearest city 1,500 kilometres. 
 
People travel by road or by air. On the roads you can often see ”road trains” carrying cattle from the cattle stations. Small aeroplanes are used to take people, food, post and machines to places that are far away from the towns. 
 
Aeroplanes are also necessary for the Flying Doctors. At special times each day, people in the outback can speak to a doctor by radio and get help. Each station or house keeps a box of medicine, so the doctor can say, for example “Take two of medicine number 6”. 
 
About 20,000 children in the outback use the Schools of the air. They teach speak to them by radio and send them their work by post. Once a year all the children spend a week together. The younger children go to Alice Springs and the older children go to a big city, like Sydney or Adelaide. 
 
The fist white people came to the outback used camels to carry themselves and their luggage. Now there are wild camels living in the desert and there are farms with camels for tourists who want to try a journey by camel into the outback. 
 
With radio, television and aeroplanes, people in the outback feel less lonely than they used to. But the outback is still a hard place to live. Every few years’ tourists die when they drive into the outback without enough water to drink. 
 
 
 
6.2.3. Life in Australia 
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In Australia the weather is warm and cities aren’t crowded, so naturally people spend a lot of time outside. There are flats in cities, but most people like to live in a house of their own with garden. Families spend hours in their gardens, growing flowers and vegetables, playing and having meals and swimming. 
 
Playing and watching sport is a very important part of life in Australia. Water sports are especially popular. 
 
At Christmas, for example you can buy and send Christmas cards with pictures of snow and wood fires, although the temperature may be 25o and people are going to spend Christmas Day at the beach. 
In Australia you can find English and Aboriginal thing together. English is the main language in Australia. There are many different words in Australia English. There are many examples bottom. 
 
 
6.2.4. Famous Australians 
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        Mel Gibson 
 
 
Rod Laver is international tennis star who won at Wimbledon four times.
 
 
Evonne Goolagong is also international tennis star. He was perhaps the fist Aboriginal to be famous through sport. 
 
 
Kerry Packer is a businessman who owns newspapers and television. He is possibly the richest person in Australia.  
 
Patrick White was a writer, who wrote “The Tree of Man and Voss”. He won the Nobel Prize in 1973. 
 
 
Dame Nellie Melba was an international opera star at the end of the nineteenth century. 
 
Mel Gibson is film star famous for the “Mad Max”.
 
 
Edna Everage is international television star, with her extraordinary clothes and fantastic sunglasses, could only come from Australia (in fact, Dame Edna is really a man called Barry Humphries)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2.5. Australian slang 
 
There are many slang words in Australia’s English. I have written only a few bottoms. 
 
	Arvo
	Afternoon

	Aussie 
	Australian 

	Back o' Bourke 
	Out back, back of the bush 

	Beaut
	Beautiful, lovely, great 

	Bikkie
	Biscuit 

	Big bickies
	A lot of money 

	Chiack
	Taunt, jeer 

	Digger
	Australian soldier 

	Dinki-di
	True blue, fair dinkum, genuine 

	Footy
	Football 

	G'day, gidday
	Common daytime greeting, as in day mate 

	Gee-gees
	Horses, often applied to horse racing 

	Good guts
	Accurate information 

	Goodie
	Something nice

	Hooroo
	Goodbye, see you later 

	Iffy
	Doubtful, bit iffy 

	Jack of
	Sick of or fed up with 

	Jack up
	Refuse to do something 

	Joe Blake
	A snake 

	Jumbuck
	Sheep 

	Kiwi
	New Zealander 

	Knackered
	Exhausted 

	Knickers in a knot
	To become agitated or flustered 

	Lair
	Flashy dresser or extreme of behaviour 

	Larrikin
	Mischievous person normally young male 

	Loo
	Toilet or Dunny 

	Mate
	A friend, male acquaintance 

	Motza
	A win normally associated with a gambling win 

	Mozzie
	Mosquito 

	Mug
	A fool 

	Naughty
	To have a naughty is to have sex 

	Never-never
	Buying on credit when it appears there is no end to the payments 

	Nick off
	Scram or get lost 

	Nong
	Fool, idiot 

	Ocker
	Working man, uncultured and uncouth 

	Ol' cheese
	Mother

	Ol' man
	Father 

	Open slather
	Free-for-all, anything goes could be referring to a fight 

	Pash
	To have a pash is to kiss passionately 

	Pissed off
	Annoyed, disgruntled, fed up 

	Plonk
	Any alcoholic liquor, especially cheap wine 

	Pommie, Pom
	Englishman 

	Pub
	A hotel 

	Quid
	Money or not the full quid, one who is mentally deficient 

	Rack off
	Command get lost 

	Reckon
	Very commonly used for think. You reckon? 

	Ripper
	Great, terrific, beauty 

	Roo
	Kangaroo 

	Sheila
	Girl, woman 

	Shout
	Buy or pay for normally a shout of beer 

	Smoko
	A break from work to have a brew and a cigarette 

	Sook
	Easily offended a Cry baby 

	Ta
	Thanks 

	Tart
	A derogatory term referring to a lady of questionable values 

	Ta-ta
	Good-bye 

	True blue
	Genuine 

	Underdaks
	Underpants 

	Ute
	Small truck, short for utility truck 

	Vegies
	Vegetables 

	Walkabout
	To go Walabout, aborigines go wandering in their bush

	Willy-willy
	Small spiral of wind and dust

	Wowser
	Prude

	Yack
	Chat or gossip

	Yobbo
	A lout

	Yonks
	Ages to know someone for yonks

	Zilch
	Nothing or nil

	Zonked
	Stuffed, very tired or exhausted 
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